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%

I have the honour to submit the following repsit of the attack |

warried out by destroyers under my command on the German Battle Cmioero
SCHARNHORST and GNEISENEAU and Cruiser: szm oﬁ'the mouth of tbe n
river Maas on Thuraday {2th Febnmq 1942, - .

2 During the forencon of the- 12th i‘. wu oarrying out 1ndapendent '
gunnery and torpedo practices off Harwich'between:52 buoy 8nd the = :
Aldeburgh Light Float with the following shipsi~ mﬂ, VIVACIOU’S
MACKAY; (Captain (D) 16), WORCESTER, WALFOLE and WHITSHED

/3. At 1156 Vioe Admiral Doyer's signal. t.o.o. 11:,5 was received, ;[
reporting that the enemy. battlaa'u:lura ‘were puaing gne at about 2 i
knots. end ordering.me to yroceed. 1nexecutim of ;previous orders; ‘I .
immediately ordered all the doatroyars ,f‘which ‘were widely duperaed to s :
rendezvous and form up in the ﬁollovring pro-errangod'brdcr;- B i

ist Dimion CAMPBELL (D.21), mmmns, mncssm
2nd Diviaioy MACKAY (D.16) mmrmn, mmom.

b, Mataon of the aitmtibn at 1zoo am 1300.

1200, - With: the ‘enemy;- proceeaing 'a A'2 yknota 1t was poasi‘ble
to oarry ‘out the. original plan, which was. to ross QZX-403 by.tha "‘,'
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(Vice Admirel Dover's:-signal, t.o.o.zooguj/z) K with u\ hmxr :Ln hnia. o ¢
Co\u-so ‘was theroforo ohapod for 53 buoy . : ol

1300, As reports raoeivodtrmtheV’IoeAdndnlDanrgan
the enemy a moh greater speed than af first.reported, it was. raulhed. L
that our only chance was to. cross ﬂwmmmwatwﬁ an bl
interception off the Maas, Thia I daoided tO'do, going be‘bneen the ‘-'.;.'.'

A'L"L"‘/.i"li

5, At 1318 a1l ships had closed up‘m ntation and ws.tn our :
position sccurately Ynown I altered coursel to 0909 t.nd:lncromd to .
tho maximm station-keeping speed of 28 knots, ‘Almost.at once WALFOLE.
began to drop astern, ‘and reported ththarminbemmmbom
to. run; she was -anbaoqmntly forood to rehu'n harbour,

-
R 8 -

- N A

6. At 1430 we wore clear of the mine er, nnd, a8 no t\n'ther
information of the enemy's movements had bebn received, course was:

7. At 1335 a Jic B8 had been amu&’mwchaauea for some time;|] -

uﬂat:lnterva.loonthommmu"’fam. baﬂ:ingattwhm

g . 1500’;?51:,;@' from 86", tter bip; this abtask)

WORCESTER, the nearest. being ; ship; & -

was made ot 1445 by a K ampdena'fwid.chﬁzér‘a{:%:étopamdmtﬂ‘ﬂn !3\
. LR

bombs were seen to havo been rolensed, - .: 314 S
. v . : .. : 2.3 '_‘ A2 ', \ A, O
8 (Qamtaghsc | 7 R/l _
X I ‘_\,l

" At 1517, Just as. cmm—dmr ‘The: lloro'a signal*"u
nothing is sighted by 1515, search to gouth’ west: o3 enemy apeed may ;
reduced, t,0.0. 1509" was recoived m‘ths-briﬂ.go, CAMPBELL' 5 -type- 271 :
R.D.F, deteoted’two large echoos bearing:i45°, rangs 9% miles, ronmd
two mimites later by a third echo.. mmma poitiqlm 51° 57 Wy
3° 15' E. and tho echoos agreod with my :estimatod/ - " of the enemy,:.
_and gave en average speed of advance 'of: 27 hp_ta moe 4312, .lfnter, ‘
‘five amaller echoes at & oloser range~ (obyiously ,soree;
were deteoted, which- put thon, ‘by-tho,pldty,
the port bow of the/leading acruianyi’
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9.  The visibility, which during the early afterncon had improve:

to seven milos, had now, fortunately for us, olosed down to abous Pt
four m.ilos._ i . :

10.  Appreciation at 1520, : : er

The position of the enemy-force was now known, and also  ©
their ppeed of advance amd approximato. course... Visibility was about P
four to five miles ond the R.D.F.. plot shewed - that- there-was little,’
chance of gaining any appreciable bearing, -On the: assumption that .
shadowing aircraft had roported our progress dnrqbg!_’.fﬁo'.dttemoon, -
and that I had presumably been dotected by R.D.F., I felt that the |
only course of aotion was to close 83 rapldly as possidle without . |
losing bearing, This was best achieved by, contiminhg-on’ my prosent i
coursa, .On sighting I proposed to tuz:n on‘td"_tllp'-attgqldm ' Ria
ocourse nt once and to press in as close as the opposition would Y

'm and the loss of beari:xg-xin.ds adviaable. 0 . ,
i1.' 31E th. ". ._",. ‘.:'_:..." '. = ‘. T

At 1542 gun flashes and then ARt acer. were observed @ d
bearing 1559 and at 1543 CAMPBELL .sighited the' one - battlecruisers | ‘
at a range of four miles in line shead five or six cables ‘apert, '
with the destroyer screen conocentrated five cables/fine on their
port bow, PRINZ BUGEN was not sighted)-but from the analysis it
‘appears that she was at least a milé astern. " = e ate

At this time the R.D.F.Plot gave tho enemy a speed of
about 24 knots, : RS

Divisions, ‘separately, turned-in to attackg. ~

-~

(a) 1st Division.

" The 1st Division was engngodbythemm axmmnt' o!f,.'i;!io-- '

battlecruisers and destroyers while closing, 7 Shells’ of all calibres Y
.were falling very close with froquent. straddles and it seemed . i
incredible that no actual hits were being-mcpived&..i,at the same g
time the}"axxlnpanﬂargmaandallplpsermgowonpomwere 3 "
keeping up contimious fire at aircraft, "It is no exaggeration to
say that every 20 seconds one or more enémy airoraft appsared ocut: i
of the clouds, Several aircraft were obagrved to be hit but none "
wore soen to crash, VIVACIOUS was luoky' not’ $d’ be hit.by a torpedo 7
-which broke murface 15 ‘yards on MAheu,the’traok!nﬂng been ¢ i
clearly seen pasiing under his stern, - %A O - i
y - During the approach all three shipd wore garrying out a ¥
Tine zigzag to reduce the chances of being hit, and CAMPEELL's type [ )\
21 was giving me excellent reyorts of range in 100 yard stops "
as we closed, : S : ,L’*:

| At 3500 yords I folt that Sub luck could not possibly hold
mich longer, Ships wore -being well . stradfiled -and .wo ‘were. glos_it_tg-_;
fost and also dropping bearing., At 3300 yords Iisaw a-large shell,
which foiled to explode or to ricochet, dive underthé ship like ‘a-
yorpoise, and I felt that this was the time -to turn-and fire !
torpedoes, VIVACIOUS, on’ my ‘starboard quarter; turned and fired ot

under even heavier and more concentrated fire, receiving. severe

damage. She was by this time abaft the .beem of. the target and had

to make a large alteration to fire,.. Torpedoes-were fired in local.

control at a range of about %@m,’ but by’ this time. the targot

had begun to turn away. s 3 ; ’ :

All ships attacked the leading bnttlecmiaer. N W T
ﬁ!tr\\-“ —— ; . v ,: 3 '; _ f:/ /
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9. The viaibility, which during thé early afternoon had improve,
: ;.o seven miles, had now, fortunately for us, closed down to about at
our miles, ; . .

10,  Appreciation at 1520, : : pr

The position of the enemy force was now known, and also  ©
their ppeed of advance and approximato. course... Visibility was about -
four to five miles and the R.D.F.- plot shewed that-there-was little, '
chance of gaining eny appreciable -bearig, -On tha: assumption that .
shadowing aircraft had our progress during! the afternoon, *
ond that I had presumsbly been detocted[by R.D.F., T felt that trh f
only course of aotion was to close as rapidly as possible without . |
losing bearing, This was best achieved by, contimuing-on my prosent’ |
couraa, .On sighting I proposed to tuin' on to“the -attac '
oourse at once and to mress in as clese as the opposition would R

pallow and the loss of bearing made advisable, . = .f e e

11, . Sighting, -

= ~

I
At 1542 gun flashes and then A.A:-tracer wore observed d
bearing 1559 and at 1543 CAMPBELL .siglited the’ ens i-battlecruisers ‘
at a range of four miles in line shead five or six cables apart,
with the destroyer screen concentrated five cables/fine on their
port bow, PRINZ B was not sighted;-but from the analysis it
‘appears that she was at least a milé astern. " = S AR

" At this time the R.D.F.plot gave tho enemy a speed of
about 24 knots, B e e Y

Divisions, ‘separately, furned-in to attackg _: '

-~

(a) 1st Division.

“The 1st Division was engaged by thé main armement: of ‘the-

baftlecruisers and destroyers while closing, ‘7 Shells! of all calibres
.were falling very close with froquent. straddles and it seemed = .
incredible that no actual hits were being received. .!At the same .
time the 3" and 12 pounder guns and all close range weapons were
keeping up contimious fire at aircraft, "It is no exaggeration to
say that every 20 seconds one or more enémy airoraft appsared out’
of the clouds, Several aircraft were observed to be hit but none,
wore aeen to crash, VIVACIOUS was lgoky.’nzth"é}d be it by a torpedo
~which broke surface 15 ‘yards on his heam,. thé" track -baying been
clearly seen pasding under his stern, - ORI =
- - During the approach all three shipd were carrying out a
fine zigzag to reduce the chances of being hit, and CAMFBELL's type
21 was giving me excellent reporta of rangs in 100 yard stops
as we closed, b W R T ;
, At 3500 yords I folt that Sub luck could not posaibly hold
muich longer, Ships wore being well. stradfiled and wo :were. closing. |
fost and also dropping bearing, At 3300 yords Iisaw ‘a-large shell
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which failed to explods or to riGochet, dive under:the ship like ‘a -
porpoise, and I felt that this was the time -to turn-and fire - .
torpedocs, VIVACIOUS, on my atarboard quarter; turned and fired o
‘the seme time., WORCESTER, further astern; pressed: in closer and o
under even heavier and more concentrated fire, receiving. severe -
damage. She was by this time abaft ‘the beem of. the target and had
to make a large alteration to fire,.: !qrpodoeaweng‘ﬂmd in local{
control at a range of about %Qm,- but by this time- the target
had begun to turn away. . s : :

ALl ships attacked the lesding battleoruiser, | 7
e A SN I
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- thrown across the forecastle, while the Enginecr Officer was 3

obtained by CAMPEELL as WORCESTER had not yet fired and VIVACTIOUS
missed astern., WORCESTER's torpedoes probably missed ahead owing t¢
the enemy's turn away, ‘ - -

From the R.D.F, plot in CAMPEEILL which was continued until
the range had opened to Wemiles ‘1% was clearly shown that the
enemy's specd was very much reduced, and gave a meon speed of about

19 Joots,

(b) 2nd Division, '

A full account of the attack carried out by MACKAY and
WHITSHED is given in the attached report by Captain-(D) 16, a
summary of which is as follows: - . N r

This division, about nine cables astern, turned to
olose at the seme time 88’ CAMPBELL, . Their target was o large
cromy unit sighted bows on and ot firet thought to be a battla |
cruiscr but later identified ns the FRINZ EUGEN, The target
turned to starboard and MACKAY twrned ta fire on opposite
courses ‘at a range of 4000 yards, 'WHITSHED-contimied to olose
as the target turned directly away, but-half o minute later he
enemy made a furthor turn to starboard, WHITSHED then turned §.
and fired.torpedces at a range of approximately 3000 yords, ¢

Captain. (D) 16 reports that "Ope hit may possibly -havid
been made", X : o

13.  Sbortly oftor CAMPBELL and VIVACIOUS had fired their.-. g8
torpedoes visibility decreased donsiderably and the. battlecruisds
were lost to view, but the destroyer soreen was' engaged by: gunf,

o \ e A SR

4.  Gunnery conditions throughout were: axtremoly- A1fF1GiRH
owing to ‘the high speed and frequent -alterations of -course,;in’Q
heavy swell, Seas -were breaking green fore and aft and thero
continuous spray over the bridge. Conditions for training.the
torpedo tubes were equally difficult, espeoinlly for the ships
the second diwision, which were beam on<to the seas on their: af

course, s . 3 g
In CAMPHELL, the orew of ’!"'gém at times knee r
ix water and the gunlayer at 1A' ‘gun removed from his sec

through the guardrails end only.saved himself by clutohing-ie
passing stanchion, ' These were only a few of mony similar g
which occurred in all ships, and give some indication of
difficulties experiencoed, ¥ "

15. At 1558 while rotiring on a course of 27791 aigﬁw;'q-.
in the haze about two miles on my port beam, .Cmr#'.'m'jal i
investigate and the ship was found to be WORCESTER. - rShe - was< 1y
stopped, badly on firc forward and amidships, with smoKe “ard” Sty
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¥ "f,w
16, CAMPIELL nnd VIVACIOUS assistcd in picking up the man 'm;-
informed WORCESTER that I would take him in

tar oo soon as this ha‘ﬁ .
been done, He later signalled that he hoped to have stecam shortly \: L

sighted intermittently flying in and out of the very lov clouds., A} ]
ships werc subjected to air attacks but thesc were driven of
from CAMPBELL and VIVACIOUS. Several friendly aireraft were also \°
sighted and at 1615 three Beauforts come in low, the sccond of which %
was scen to drop a torpedo. This torpedo was heard approaching on %
asdic, and although there were rafts alongside, I rcluctantly had to

go full specd astern, and the torpedo passed ahcad, We were fortuna
-in being able to come up to the rafts apgain ond pick up their occupant

17. During this period various types of hostile aircraft were i:

18. The picking up of survivors was most difficult because of the
rough weather and the inability of the men to help therselves owing to
wounda, coldness and cxhaustion. When all men had been recovered I
closed WORCESTER to #okc her in tow but before this could be done she
had raised sufficicnt stcam to move slowly ahead and with CAMPBELL and
VIVACIOUS as cseort she retired to the westward.

19. Having ascertained that WORCESTER was capable of procecding
on her own at cight knots, I rcturncd to Harwich with VIVACIOUS in
accordance with Commander-in-Chicf, The Nore's signal t.o.0.1615/12 at

20 knots, which was thc maximu speed possible in the existing weathe:
conditions.

- HACKAY ond WHITSHED were rcturning indepondently, ﬂ -~

20. CAMPIELL and VIVACIOUS berthed alongside Parkeston Quay at

x]
2320 and landed 46 men who had beon picked up from WORCESTER. Thesc' ]:
included 19 wounded and four dead, 7

21. By 0145 on 13th February all ships had rcfuelled, ammunit "]
and ‘embarked torpedoes and I left harbour at 0530 with CANPBELL, Q
VIVACIOUS, GARTH, FERHIE, BACKAY (Captain (D) 16), WHITSHED ~nd .
BERKELEY to establish patrol on the Eastern cdge of the mine barrice
by 0645 as onlercd by Cosmander-in-Chief, The llore's signal t.o.o. ‘
2328/12,

GEMERAL RFMARKS,
22.  R.D.F. 73
The R.L.F. reporta from Dover were most helpful ard very
quickly reccived, a
The cowbination of Types 271 ond 286P in CAMPRRLL was
invaluable. Type 271 detected the surface force at a range of 9% wmi
and then gave an accurate Plot during and ofter the attack until th-
enemy were 10 miles away. Type 286P gave warning of practically ek
aircraft that approached. : -

.
-

25. Comgmunications, )

05;3 Grsnes

ugs

Communications appensied to work very well and all sigmﬁ&d
were quickly reccived. ,‘}

2h. Encmy Reports.

There was a complote lack of enemy reports from aircerafty

Thesc reporte Af availsble would have been invaluable after the
R.D.F. plect had faded,

25.  Aircraft,

Throughout the engagenent, and especinlly during our [‘.‘j -
approach afxl attack, a great number of all types of fricndly and -
aircraf't werc observed, Some of the latter, mistaking our idont:

repeatedly 0 A



_ Page 5.
25, Aircraft (Contimed) & Nk

B ropeatcdly fired their recognition signal - fom--md balls, in the 0y

i shape of a diomond; while mony of our own olearly took us to be hostile,:
& “Tho following remarks of Captoin (D) 16th Destroyer Flotil]n give o« :
* very clear pioture of the air situation:-

"The mixture of aircraft in the vicinity of the heavy Gomnn
units wos extraordinary, Low there were lorge mumbers of Me,{109's
and occasional Beauforts: a bit higher up Hampdens, Dorniérs and
' Me 110'a were.mixed up: ‘while higher up still a- i’ev Halifox's etc,,
were to be secen. In the course of the afternoon the following
types were sighted Me.109, Me, 110, ‘Junkers 88, ‘He.111, Dornier 215,
3 Spitfire, Whirlwind, Hompden, Beaufort Wellington Hnlifux 5
. Manchester, Many of the eneny. airo&-nf‘f: obviously thought wo were .

friendly while a few of our own aircraft mode it evident that they .
considored us hostile. We on our part ‘oponed fire on several
occasions on aircroft later recognised as friendly The aircraft
: of both sides must bave found the situation very confusing. Wo .
-1 were fortunate in being attacked by Dorniers and Heimneh only
ks and not by Junkers dive bon'bera.

. Themh.fireofmolassdentromsifthoyhadhndtm
&, speed to het.p up would have been most useml and effective

x 1 H
26.  Engine Room De nt, . Faibotes 3:‘ ;
i Credit: 1s/due to the. Engine Rocm dapartmnta of all the am}n”"
i for maintaining such a high speed under most unpleasant conditions.’
i) I‘h:la applies poerticularly to VIVACIOUS and WHITSHED-who-werc ateaming
nt ;rncticnlly mn speed from 1300 until the end of the nction.

—
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: 27.  H.LS. WORCESTER. e
-.'. I consider that the skill, courage ond résource shown by tbn ;

i Commanding Officer,. officers uﬂmdﬂ.l&m in raising !
% . steam, subduing fires, repniring demage, keeping the ship nemrﬂv
undmmllybringingbrhcktohnrbom'mms‘bomuhble >

i "”.
I have the honour togbe,

N
%
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rock Chart.
Cnpta.in (D), 16th Destroyer Flotilla's Report of
2 Proccedings dated 14th February, 1942,
iJ. Commonding Officer, H.M.S. WORCESTER's neport of
3 Proceedings dntod 14th February, 1942,
+4, Commanding Officer, H.LL.S. VIVACIOUS's Report of -
2 Proceedings dated 14th Fe'brunry‘ 1942, .
t 5. Track Chart of Torpedo Attacks.
'6. Signals,
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