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) I have the honour to subait the following ropoi-t on the
torpedo attucks dolivered on the Gorman force on Thursdey 12th
Februury. Up to the time of going in to attack "Llaclkay" und

"Wl:itshod" were in corpeny wilth “"Carpbell”. The only incidonts
“to ranark on were
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; (1) . good bordbing attac: by a Hanpden at 1446. The llappdon
;vas firod at on appoaring out of the clouds and this probubly
mlsloa the pilot, . .
© . (11) fnothor bvorbing attack by a Manpden at 1454, bombs :
( falling vide. :
... (iii)Deliberate ilediun level atback by He.lll on "ljackay" at
1623, bonbs falling over. ) . .
' THY "ATT,CI. s 3

2. ot 1540 gun¥lushes were 'oj.g;hted to sturvoard, vhiqh it
»uus asswied vero from enerly ships firing ut aircroafs. Varning

=had been received rroa "Conpbell" previously of an R.D.F¥. plot
BAn that direction. ;

: At 1542 one large eneuy deatroyer appeured m R&n =
150 degreos, range cbout §0L0-8000 yards and an ala ,9\'4 s:uade.
B aliost imnediutely aftorunyds a lurge encny unit wus sighted & °
xfille on the far side of the destroyor. This waus tuken to be
#¥one of the Buttle Cruisors, This ship wus ste axring directly -
grtovards “lackay". 4s thig target apneared to be the one which !
P the rouy pub-di-vision could close nost quickly und with loust
bopnosition I declded to attack i, -
K, "Huckay" turned to starboard to close at the sume tine
a8 "Campbell", and steadiod first on course approxinately 1250
ftand lator on 170° to oclosa us quickly us posoible. ‘The target
pegturted to alter to his original lierth ¥dsterly course aftorp
y: "lackay” and ".uhitshed" had turned. It wvas hoped - to ‘turn and fire
=from the Lou rosition, passing on opnosite course at close runge.
¥-The enory turned to starbourd more quickly thun was expected and t!
gitubes took longer to train than usual owing to the houvy rolling.
erorpedoes veore fired at 1545 at a rungo of 4000 yards or less fron
0 boan of the eneny, dofloction 18 Inota left. Upced of the
panory had boep cstinuted as 24 knots. knerly upveared to have
t-Stoudied on courte 070 dogroes at the time of firing, but
£ according to ".hitshed" who fired later altered course to sturboart
after "jiackuy" had fired and eventually swung round to an opposite
‘eourse. It ig probable that “liackay's" torpaedoes miszed well
ahoad excopt possibly for thm 1lnsttuo (thoos vith the least
tdoflection), which the T.C.0. roported as having boeen fired late.
aThe officers ufs repdorted sceing a lurge orunge flash an the turge’
;‘ut the tine "“ifuckay's™ torpedooes shoula have arrived. The target
*Was identifiod as PRINZ BUGHHN after she had turned to sturboard,
t0ne Nit nay possibly have boen nudp.

ks "Hackuy' followed later by "Uhitghod™ fetquc‘ on ¢ouruse

;’;340 dagrees.
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i3, o salvoes wera obsorved fired by CHING RUGH duris-
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iwWuckay's" run ln possibly becauss '
2 _ (1) we were......:}



B tage 2,

oy
'(1) OO0 Te Wil facogn &l daring ihee

trrly nart of the
pproach when vwa wro-eate’ ond sn turgety

{'(11) PRIN. EUG.J wne ani er meol when we VeI Bl and vouli
408 recognicad.

g The lerre doreragey 0% Gl e e an attempl te ccunter
l}tnck vhen my sub divicicn tupned in and 1 do not Yo wvhere che
Yent to. There wan a one funnelled shi; clete to HINn” SUQEN
resembling un M class minesweejer vitich $irad nt “Unekay" and
p¥as reporied - I think inzorrectly - to have tirod tor .cdaen,

™~

j-::,_ YHE WITHDRAVAL.

L

Il . while withdrawing, threc dectroyers were obaepy
tpr_bonrd_boam distant ab ut 2 miles. I thought thoy w
ROampbell’ =" eud division attacking,
1t was so.

. After getiing clear the sub division retired to the

gootvard at 15 knots and Leported position, course and specd.
W/ fov Dorniers attacked, —wo being driven off by gunfire and
®Nhly one prescing home.

ed on my
ere
but I am not sure whether

REMARKS,
General .

g In the 1ight of af-or eventr it would hayvo been better “
Bd"llackay" and "hitched had proceeded with CAlY'BELI, when they
Puld probably have beon abla to attack the rear BAMYTE CEUILSLR.
gaover saw the leading FPattle Crulcer at all and the rear one only
gidiotinetly and my impression at tho time of turning in wao that
8" threo major enemy unite had become 8011t up toking avoiding
Gtion during air attacks

£ The attack carried out on PRINZ EUGEN had great ,
paeibilities snd had che held on to her Hortherly gourne only
goother minute or so “Nackay" and "™Jhitnhed" wonuld have been able
v/get into really vory close range probably without having

fiflered punishnent. A48 it wan we had to turn and fire at a range

‘gmat to ensure ncoriig hits on a target vith frecdom of
phoeuvre. ‘ :

L ————

W  Conditionc during the ap..reach rnd attack wore rost
fhlearant. Thoroe wac coritinuous heavy soray over the bridpe
ille the upper deck wac \‘ashing down. Training the tubes was
giong qnd lahorious oper:ition.

: Oving to our initiul position being only just before
¢ beam of the ¢y on “helr mean 1line of advance and to their

gt 8pecd all our dectrcvers had to go full opecd regnrdlers
tthe wenthar.

ATIRCRAFT.

~ The mixture of eiruraft in the vicinity of the heavy Gorman
giic vae exteasrdinery. Low there were large humbers of lie.109

4 occanional Baacfurts: n bit higher up Ham>dens, Dorniers and .
2110's were mixed up: vhile hipgher un still a fey Halifax's eta.,
e to be necen. In the ~ource of the afternoon the following tyne
fe sighted 1fe.109, le.1\8, Junkers 88, He.11l, Dornier 215, ,
gtfire, Vhirlwind, Hampden, Beaufort, Wellington, Helifax N
deherter. llany of the onemy alreraft obviounly thought e wore .
gendly while a fov of our orm plreraft made 1t evident thag they
geidored ur hontile. ' on o:pr part opened fire on neveral '
baslons on aireraft latur recognisoed as Triendly. The aircraft - _
oth sides must nave F.ound the situation very confueing.. e E

g¢ fortuncte 1o being ¢ iuacked by Dorniers and lleinkecls only
inot by Juskais dive tomoers.
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' 8, Two Iunt olass destroyors would have bean of creut help
and should havoe done much execution.

They should have just boen sble to keep up at the spaed
at vhioh tho flotilla stoamed to the enstuurd, . '

RLCOGITION LIARKINMOS.

T T

9. It 18 oconsiderad that deok markings rnight have asgisted Q
our alroraft in recognising DBritish destroyers, , On the other hand
“they would have made us nmore oonspioucus.to eneny airoraft. Aa
‘hovever, the objeot of this operation wua the deatruction of the
_8neay heavy units I oonsider that it would huve been advantugsouas
“%o have brought into force one of: the agooial deok -narkings for

- the operation, in order to prevent British bombers wasting bonmbs
on ua. : . .

HAVIGATIONAL,

‘10, The position given in the initial enemy reports of C.liDNiL '
-atid MACKAY differed by about 5 miles, It is oconsidered from the i
fix obtuined at the end of the run westward thut the true position
“wu8 half vay betwoon the two, "Mackay" putting ships too fur to the
-weatvard and "Campbell™ too far to the sastward. - s

LHGINE ROOM DELLCTLILRIT,

11, I nust pay a tribute tc the Engine ltoom Depurtrnents of "Lmo}:ay"l
"Worgestar" and "Vhitshed', eapecially the tvo {utter. "Whitahod"
-18.a’slov ship and mugt have boen doing a full power trial ull

the tine, while the action cf "Worcestor's" Lngineers in getting
. their ship home in bud wveutler after sugtaining severe dumape ' i
Rma highly oroditabla to thenm. “a:

I have the honour to be, S
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. -CAPIAIN (D), e '5 .
. SIATRRTH DISTROYAN PLUTILL.. | B
Captuln C.T.M. Pizey, D.3.0., R.l., , ; : / t -4
. l[.u.s. "campbell"-. ' ] .'{:‘;""‘
ENCLOSUHYS : - i . R T {t- °
( . g 986 et 2 . ag '
4Rd-D2uskeCharte . 4 i e
(2) The Cormanding Officer, H.M.S5. "Whitshed's" o Nl
Report of iroceedirgs dated l4th February, 1942, \ﬂ%mt
-und Track Chart. ' Autme



