HyS VEhSATILE (1,32)

A 'V' Class Destroyer of the 1916 - 1917 Progra.me,she was ordered on 1 July
1916,and 1laid down on 31 January 1217, She was ther lzunched on 31 October
1917 and completed on 11 February 1618, iler guilders were Hawthorn Leslie.

Hder basic particulars were as follows:-

Standard displacement 1,090 tons (1,457 tons deep load)

312'(0a) x 293" x 10' 6"(max.standard draught)

Three Yarrow boilers,two shaft geared turbines,SHP 27,000;designed speed
34 knots.

Original armament — 4 x 4" guns,]l x 2 Pdr gun, six 21" torpedo tubes

There were Allerations and Additions(A's & A's) over the years,and her armament
was altered. The main changes occurred during the Second world ¥ar,and these
were as follows:- )

As will be mentioned in the narrative VSRSATILE was converted to a 'Long Range
Escort'during the year 1943. As a result of this major change her shaft horse
power( SHP) was reduced to 18,000 which gave her a service speed of 241 knots,
As a Long kKange Escort{LRE) she consumed 1.75 tons of fuel per hour at 12 knots.

Her armament as an ILRE was 2 x 4" guns,l1 x 12 Pdr gun, 5 x 20mm guns. Her
torpedo tubes had been removed;she now carried depth charges and the Ahead
Throwing weanon( ATW) Hedgehog. The 12 Pdr gun was later removed. As a convoy
gscort she was fitted with Asdiclwhich was first fitted in 1936).

In March 1941 she had been fitted with Type 266 HDF(radar),and in the 1943 refit
and conversion she emerged with Type 273 and Type 291 RDF, and with High
Frequency Direction Finding(H¥/DF) equipment.

Her complement at the end of 1943 has been stated as 125;it is believed that
this is a minimum figure,and that she carried many more men.

(Photograph by courtesy of #orld Ship Photo Library)

H4S VERSATILE's pennant was changed from D to I in 1S40
i s 7
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Cne oi the lztest Destroyers in ine Fleei,d{s /u:SAllLE started her peace time
duties with the First vestroyer Flotilla(l DF) within & few months of the end of
the First dorld War. In the su-mer ard zutumn oi 1919 she was depleyed o the
3altic;January and rebruary 1920 saw her in Chathem Nockyard. She spent thail year
initially on exercises in the Jestern “editerranean,ihen cruising in Irish and
north east Scotiish waiers., Shs pzid ¢fi at Chatham in Decermber where she
recommissioned on the 10th with & Chatham crew for 1 DF.

In the Second Division of 1 DF,she spent 1921 visiting Seguth Trish pocts,cruising
in the ¥English Channel z2nd o!f the Hast Coast,and visiting 2elgian and Dutich noris.
She had 2 two menth refit at Chatham in <ay/June. On 23 Fesruary 1922 she ra=med
and sank the Submarine H.42,ana she was consequently out cof action ror the rest

of that year. 1523 saw her visiting Slack Sea ports,exercising with the 3attieship
QUEEN EL1ZASETH,and recomaissicning in fay aflier maintenance. She spent the rest
of the year cruising oif ihe #est Cozst and in Scottish waters,with a docking
period in August zt Chatham. he same sort ol patiern followed in 1924,the Spring
Cruise being to Spanish ports. 4 brie: Chatham refii was followed by cruising in
coastal waters,mostly Scottish,and a further docking at the year's end.

In 1925 she visited Spanish and Baltic poris and took part in @xercises oft the
east coast of Scotland. In August she had Alterations and Additions(A's and A's)
=zt Chatham,and she paid off towards the end o1 Lhe yezr. Ia January 1926 =he
reco-misasicned icr 5 DF,and she spent the year visiiing Spanish,inited ¥ingdom
and South Irish ports,with A's znd A's at Chatham in July znd further mainienznce
at the vear's end, After visiting Spanish peris in the first quarter of 1927 che
started a reiit which included retubing. In April she paid off,her comp2ny
transierring to YiSPL. Jcmmissioning for irials at the end of *ay,she weni into
Reserve until mid-August when har corpeny rejcinsd fron VESP=R. With 5 Dr she
cruised ¢ff Trelznd and the mzsi Zcasi prior to docking ai Chatham in December.
In 1G2€ she visited Spanish,Gecitish and wesd 1.x<.ports,paid off and once more
recommissicned for service witn 5 DF.

She s:izrted 1929 exercising ofi Porilznd beiore visiting Spanish ports. CUHCORY
escorted her home in mid-February to be taken in hand at Porismecuth. She
recormissioned in July with a Cnatham crew from V=SPiR and sailed to Chatham for
A's and A's. with 5 DF she visited esst Scottish ports Before her usual end of
year visit to Chatham. She remained in 5 DF r'rom 1930 to 1933,with routine
maintenznce at Chatham and sea time arcund the British Isles and deployments to
the Baltic(1931) and Western ¥editerranean(each year). In 1934,after her normal
Spring visii to Spanish ports.and maintenarce at Chatham,she relievéd WESTCOTT
of f Southern Ireland. In November she paid off at Chatham and recommissioned at
once with a Reserve complement as Tender to the Cruiser CaD1F¥(Reserve *leet,
Yore). A check was made of ner turbires. She recommissioned for trials in August
1935, collided with WAKSiUL(no damage) and remzined at Chathan.

She pertormed estort duties in -he Chznnel in January/February 193€,paid ofI on
25 Feoruary and recommissicned the szme day with a Eeserve complement in the
zeserve Tleet a: the Jore. In “arch she was fitted with Asdic., In June she
sailed wiin the Cruiser =rFINGHAM,2nd then toox part in Bxertises in ihe
Settsmeuth area. Still in ihe Reserve rleet,she nzd a refit and boiler test in
1537 and remained cuietly at Cratham,

Barly in 1938 she was docked,refitted and reiudbed,znd again lay in Teserve. The
9th Sepiember saw her commissicning for sez "owing to the international sitvation”.

"This was the '"furicnh Crisis'). Then on 17 Sepiember she was brought forward
from Reserve as a Finelayer in 18 DF. Zer companions were WALKER, VI4Y and
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‘OZTIGERN,and ihe HMinelayers came under the control of HiS VerNON., 1939 saw her
refitting,having her 'A' frames bored ana recommissioning in June with a Royal
Fleei Reserve crew for 17 DF. In July she and K&PPEL had the honour of escorting
the Royal Yacht VICTORIA AND ALHERT with their Majesties the King and Queen
embarked. Their ¥ajesties were paying a visit to the Boyal Naval College at
Dartmouth. On 3 September 1939 Britain was in a state of war with Cermany.....

By this time VEKSATILE was no longer young,sui she had seen well-maintained znd
'flotilla’ vessels were going to be in ruch demand. .ier Comnanding Of'ficer on

the outbreax of the Second World War was Comamamdey 7 & 1Harregy Bon.

who sailed his ship to Liverpocl "For convoy duties". It was some months beiore
the Convoy system got into its stride,and to start with convoys were escorted only
a {ew hundred miles on their outward passages. Between September and Decembsr 19392
VERSATILE escorted Zonvoys B5,8,13,18,23,26,33,36 and 44;XJF3,SL8 and 3Xi0. After
this intreduction the ship was docked at Liverpcol. When with Convoy 0328
VEASATILE znd VUATIGEREN identitied a U-boat reported ten miles west of Fol; heaZ,but
they were unable to get to close quarters wiin their adversary. Cn S Jovemoer alAST
V=RSATILE,ESCAFADE and GReWVILLE searched in vain for a U-boat 150 miles south west
of Ushant,and on 25 “ovember V:IRSATILE attacked a U-boat 150 miles west scuih west
of lands ®End. This particular enemy had sunk the merchant ship KOYS:UN CxafiGx in
Convoy SJ83B znd he escaped retribution.

VERSATILE undocked con the first day of 1940 and she resumed her duties at once,
escorting Convoys 0383,CGl7F,HG18F,0396,S1L20,03101,SL21,03107,4X24,08114,4X27,
03119,HX2¢,CRB127,HX32,CB138GF, HG28F and 0B144. When with SL21 on § March LEITH,
VERSATILE and wILD SWAN attacked a contact in 49¥27'N,07 53'W. Cn 18 April
VERSATILE attacked a contact fifteen miles off the Bar Light Vessel,and on the
19th she and SALADIN investigated the allegation that there was 2 U-boat azshore
off ¥alin Headlno such luck).

By May 1540 the enemy was established on the Channel coast. After Convey 03144
VERSATILE was saited to Plymouth to ratuel znd she wes then attached to the MNore
Command, Cn 12 Fay she grounded on the Dutch coast and was towed orf by «42LPUL3I,
der need for dcckyard attention was heightened the next evening. X¥arly crn ike
13th she,riALCCLM znd VIVIEN commenced cperating off the Hook of ¥olland,and
VEFSAQILE escorted HEREWARD who carried the Dutch Queen from The Hoock to Graskers,
Thati same evening at 2045 VerSATILE was damaged by bombs @nd rzked by machine guan

fire oif the Dutich ccastjher Engine Zcom was 1locded. JaNUS toex off her wounded
and tock kher in tow. (n 14 }ay she arrived Sheerness for repairs to the starboard
side of her upper deck and superstructure. She had lost seven men killed znd 13
wounded. Temporary repairs were completed on 16 June.

Cn 27 June V=XSATILE was searching for a U-boat and the survivers of the =erchant
ship PRUNELLA 118 miles scuth west of Lands End,and then she reverted to the lNere
Command t1c be bombed but undamaged on 3 July. She boiler cleaned at Chatham. She
was then in the Sheerness Force,Group 6 for Operation 'Purge'’lanti-invasion
measures). when with a Channel convoy on 10 July one ship was sunk by aircraft off
Dungeness ; VERSATILE was not hit. Through most of August she continued in her anti-
invasion role,witnessing and surviving mumerous incidents which were usually caused
by enemy zircrafi which bombed,strafed znd laid mines. On 25 August she and VIMY
were ordered to join ithe Home }leet at Scapa,znd on the 31st both ships were
ordered io 'raise steam as enemy force is reported to have shelled sSzstbourne’.
Barly in September,operating in Scotland, V=RSAT1LE escorted Convoy 2AS3 1rcCm the
Clvde ts Icelznd,aliering course en route decause of a possible serman invas%on
force approaching Iceland. Cn 11 Sepiember she and JAChAL and ciners escoried a
minelaying force on a sortie called Cperation 'Sk4l',and VZ4SaTILs sperni ihe rest
of the month engaged on escert duties in _cottish waters, (n the 301h she end an



inson zircrafit searched for a i'-boat whose periscope had been reported oy the
merchant ship FUil G2URGE in 57536'1’1',04"03"&’. rarly in yciober VEALATILE was
escorting Convoy #S3 «#hen she and HARVESTER! screened the Liner HIGHLAND SRIGADE,
and during this interlude YVERSATILE's Asdic and degaussing coil became defective.
“he following day(6é Cctaber),in addition to the defects jus:t mentioned,there were
serious cil fuel leaks into livirg spzces. V=ZRSATILE had temporary repairs at
Lordonderry on 10 Jciober then she sailed round to the 7yne ror refii and repairs
She reccived a new shaft and mended 2 stern gland leak(aztiributed to the previcus
bombing). Wren ready she sailed to rejoin the Fosytih Zscort rorce. Amo.ag the many
convoys she escorted on the Zast Coast were Convoys FHAS,FN70,1S70. Hearly all th
convoys were heavily bombed — for example, on £ Decemder the YEWARCH was bombed
off 59 buoyl“umber zrea) and she required immediate helpjon 27 December the
WOENSDRECHT was leaking badly in the engine room.

3etween Jzanuary and 9 April 1641 VEISATILE escorted Convoys FSEl,FNEQ,,FSE7,FS95,
FN93,+S427,FN426, 5435, FN441,F3456 and FN451, In those days VZSSATILE's consorts
weref on various occasions) CARTH,VIMIERA,VARITY WASTMINS MR, BCLIN N, CUILLEAOT,
DRAUG( torwegian Destroyer) and SaPFHIR:(Trawler);a mixture of Sloops, frawlers,

7 and ¥ Destircyers and the new Yunt Class Desiroyers. Twice,on 27 and 2€ January,
VRHCADPIIN's steering engine failed - a most uncomiorizble situation when wiih
unwieldy merchant ships in swept chznnels with no Tocm to manceuvre. Attacks: by
aircrait and S-boats were the rule rather than ihe exception. ¥ires proved a seri
nazard,znd /&i8i01Ln reported the MAXILO and HERPUAT wined on € znd 14 Farch
resreciively;she took eleven survivors ol the latter ship to Sheerness. un 13
varch she aiiacked a ll-boat contact,and on the night ol the 14th she nerself was
unsuccessiully atiacked with torpedces by zn E-boat off Iromer. Cn 2€ arch she
scored = signal success by shooting down a twin engined *E110 Fighter off the
vaze at 0¢05.

Retween April znd July 1941 VEASATILE escorted Convoys kC15,FS527,8C040,FS532,
EC37, FNABSN, FS539,EC51(S),¥S555(F),FS561(F),and EC54(S). She manzged to visit
Rosyth in July where she had platforms for Uerlikon cannon fitted. In addition to
the myriad incidents experienced in convoy at sea each convoy was heavily bombed.
VERSATILE's consorts during this period were L2 TIGER(Free French),LUDLOW,
VORTIGERN, GUARTOCK , VALOROUS , JASCH, wOLSEY, VIVIEN, WHADDON and VANTTY.

VERSATILE carried on with tke relentless pressure of convoy,escerting the
following during the remainder of 1%41:- 20567(S),FN503(S), FNS06(2), FS585(F),
FNSll(F},?5591(5),EC?O(S),FNEIS(S),}3600,3377(P),FSGI?(S),ECS}(P),PSGI?(I),
B0es () | 28618(F), FS627(S ), E000( ), FS633(S), FS639( S), Fi5ALl F)  kN543, FS641(%),
FXS40(x), . YENDUN, WINCHHSTER and WOULSION were added to the list of sister
Pecorts. VISSATILE went into leith at the year's end ror mainienance.

In 1242 she continued to cperate in the Hosyth Zscort Force under much the same
conditions as hitherto,some oi the convoys she escerted deing — FS719,F%N628,FNE30
FS75€ and 7NET9. Cn 12 February she was among the ships especially deployed
when the SCHARFHURST,GRSISENAU and FRINZ EUCGEN dbroke out of srest and escaped
up~-Chennel. It was =z gloomy year,but there were glimmerings of lignt. The
Allies were gaining strengith; on the East Cozst this was reflected in better
organisation and cocperation between the Services, On 5 Cctober VEASATILE was
involved in a collision with the Paircl Sloop SHEAAWATER,neither ship being
sericusly hurt. (n 22 Qctober VEASATILS learned that her transfer to Western
Appreaches Command was pending - this would mean a complete change in the
nature of her duties from sailing in restricted shallow waters to operating

in the brozd occezn. As will be seen this would entail significani changes in
the ship's Zesign. In Hovember she sailed to Rosyth for A's and A's.
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’“ly in 1943 VIASATILE sailed round to Grangemouth wnere she was taken in

mznd for conversion to Long Nange “scort(LRE). An outline of the A's and

A's this involved is given at the beginning of this summary,the main items
being the conversion to @ two boiler ship and the fitiing of the zhead throwing
weapon! ATw) HYedgehog. Wnen she emerged in the autumn she was allocated to 37
Sscort Group in wWestern Approaches (Command. Ker Zommanding Cificer was now

€ cly- €. 8- Ceydeee P59, After workup at Tobermory she escorted tne Icelandic
Convoys DS46 and SD46 in Cctober /November.. In Yovember /December she was cdetailed
to join her own Group(B7) which had recently completed a successful spell
working 2s a Support Group. Rarlier in the year,in ¥ay,inis Group tooxk part in
the greatesi Norih Atlantic Convoy batile of the war -Tonvoy C¥S5. When
VERSATILE set out to join the Sroup which was escorting Convoy CNS23 in Hovember
she ran into such mountaincus seas znd incurred so much damzge that she was
obliged to return to Leondonderry {o: repairs. At that time the Group comprised
VIPETTE( Senior Gfficer,37 Group),LCUSESTRIFE, PINK and SURFILU«ER,and CHELMER.
After repairs VERSATILE sailed to jein the Group which by then was escortin
Convoy ONS26,and she was with the convoy between 5 And 12 January 1944.

convoy was unmolested and 37 Group handed it over to the wWestern Loczl Escert,
the Canadian W6 Group on 13 January.

B7 Group's next task was to escort Convoy HX275. On 25 January 1944 the Senior
Cfficer signzlled:'VERSATILE sighted and attacked Submarine twelve miles on
starboard beam of convoy. VIDETTE joining her.. sixty merchant ships and all
Escorts in company...PCS 517 32'N,1803',06539.5 kncis'. Enemy reconnzissa.ce
aircraft were also in the vicnity of the convoy. Three hours after the sighting
report of the U-boat(she was seen on the surface initially) VIDEITE and
VERSATILE carried out a creeping attack on the enemy boat. They were ordered io
remzin in the viciniiy until dusk the next day 'or destruction' . They had lost
contact and the U-boat was never found zgain. Again very bdad weather was
experienced during this convoy's passage.

In Februzry VEASATILE docked zt “ilford Haven uniil 14 Xarch,after which she sailed
to Belfast for further repairs and dccklng; She "abortisd & . voyage with Coavoy €S71/ °
XMSA5 "to "Gibraltar because of ° an Asdic defect and had io dock there. 3he was back
at Londorderry by cne end oi £pril and she icund that the redecubtable B7 Croup

hiad been disbanded. Uperation 'Neptune',the invasion of Termendy,was imninent

and a2 iazrge reorganisation was taking nlace. In generzl ierms the dattered clder
Bscorts were overhauled znd redeployed to the South Cozst,while large numbers of
new Frigates and Corvettes took cver the Atlantic long range escert duties. During
the zssault cn Jormandy VErSATILE was assigned to escort duties in the 3nglish
Channel where a vast mass of shipping and Landing Ships and Craft were nourishing
the Armies ashore in their beacheads. ©n D-Day(é June 1S44) she was escorting

the {irst components of the 'fulberry' Artificial Harbours,and for some time

Rear Admiral W.G.Tennant,who was in charge of the two 'ﬂulbcrrxes yembarked in
VERSATILE in order to 1nspect the compcnents being towed from ®ngland. Lt Potterjuz
Toyal Yavy,wa2s in command of VERSATILE at this time,
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nhe Allied Armies had been established ashore it was the duty of the
zszrcyers,Slcops,rigates and Corveties to escori shipping to the beaches and
xeep 2t bay U-boats and E-doats. VERSATILE was attzached to the Porismouth
<x21 for this purpose,operating frem Fortsmcuth and Plymouth to and from the
i n coast. Ry the end of August she was bacx in the Western Approacres which
? =22 orevided meny Escoris for 'Neptune'; the need for them in the Atlaqgic was,
h:xe%er,undiminished. On 30 August she atiacked a contact in 50?04'3,01 33V,
In September she escorted Ccnvoy HX30€,and in October she was with Conv?ys
0v2262 and and EX314. when with ONA2€2 she atiacked a suspected U-boat in
ASSSE™N, 04735 W,
InNefen Ay c&QA@o(mm?uwwA;anw&"*\ _ . . e .
L_zgs mentioned earlier new Frlfatiz 3ginfgf¥§tn:s z:z: gg:;n§;§z§::§Ed 22 :gzvxce
- grverme B - I e a2 ) e WAS H = 0
—=ITow seasg,back to the Nore Patrcl. tarting in November 1544 she began a series

cf escori duties between the Nore and Antwern/Ostend. Antwerp in particular wes
GSfentlal as a supply port for the Army. it hzd been captured early but it could
:c--be*used because the enemy held tne islznd of Walcheren, The latter was finallj
szulted and captured on 1 November by Royal “arines from Landing Craft.and 4
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thereafter,following minesweeping,the port was o i

" pened, The mine pr inger
on an? several merchant ships were mined off the Dutch coast. Amgngbigzvi;s °d
iscoried by VEBSATILE were ATM36,TAM59 and AT¥S7. She continued to operate in the
“cre Command right up to the end of the war in Zurcpe in May 1945 ‘

=nen the war in Europe ended,those ships not destinsd 1o s2il 1o the Far fast
==r= guickly reduced io reserve categories. 3y 26 == fZﬂSA}ILﬁ was in the °
1::3er,reducing to Reserve. Cn € June she was accestéi inio Category é Peserve
:_:csyth. Twa years later,in ey 1S47,she was handed IVET 1o thg ariti;hhlxn.
= S3gel Corporztion who sent ner cn & Avgust 1o 3recrin where she was~$rok=:
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Commanding Gfficers annointed during World j=r Two

f?: 2.E,.Jusseyl retd) 15 June 1939

E::‘ J.H.Jauncey(reta) Junz 1540

=% Zaz d.%.?a;mer 2% April 1941

P sumner{ T)u. ¥, L. Yarden 22 June 1942
13 D.G.D.¥all wrignt Novemper 1942
:3 X Q.S.Co?lett,DSO., 1 Septemover 1943
i< G.C.Poiter,bSC., Decempax 1G43
% A, L. Harper 3 {ctober 1944



