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The following narrative s submitted:-

E-. Fnemy report receivad at IIB7 and ships formed 1n Two Divisiona
- 08 previcusly arranged Ly Capteiln (D) 2I, Spead was increased to

E 20 knots at I320 when all szhips were in station) This was vory

g nearly full, power for Vivacious and the highest speed that oould be
maintained without making a lot of amoke.,

3 g, Many alrcralt were meen, both hoatile and friendly, At 14486,

& Hampden dropped a stlok of six bombs which feil right across the
®bows of Worcester, '

¢ 3, At IBS0, an. R.D.F.,report was receivsed from Campbell, giving
in enemy boaring of I50° - 7 mllos. Six mimutes later, our own 286K,
sported schoes to atarboard, At I640, gun flashes were observed - °
bearing I60°, apparently Cfiring at eiroraf't making an attaok, g

4, At IB43, Campbell altered to oloss, and ships having previousl
veen ordered to attack independently, I altered to starboard almoat
medliatelys Ships at onoe came under very heavy fire from guns of
Rll calibres, from both the battle crulsers and destroyern.

yivacious opened firs with 4" at the nearest destroyer, but a obtting

pas Impossible, owing to apray, smoke eto., and independant f ropwas
7-‘roda

: 8o Weather conditlons were very bad, A and Y gun's and Tubes orens
often being up to theilr walsts in water, and heavy spray was
tonatantly over the bridge, Great difficulty was experienced in 1

training the tubes, and the crew oould not oee the target, when
torpedoes were filred,

p 6+ During the run in, the Ist Division was all the time under o
yery heavy fire and at least three straddlaees wers observed on Campbel
Vivaolous waa also atraddlag, and when salvoes wers getting very oclos
bourse was twloce altered 20" 4n, to throw off enemy fira control and
1 conglder that it was only due to this that the ship was not hit, |
@iroraft were continually being fired on, throughout the attack,

]

f 7o At 1547, turned to Port to fire toxrpedoss, range 3,600 yards |
t about the same time es Campbell who approximately Red 70°- 4 to 5[
owleu at this time. I felt that to have attempted to olose any %
gurther would have exposed the shlp to such a rislk of serious damage/*
that the chance of bealng able to fire torpedoes at sll would have 4

most disappoared, During the turni the track of a torpedo was sas h

0 pass elther under the afterend of the ship or very close astern, ;?

Pis torpedo momentarily broke surface on the port s doﬁaabreaac Y

fridge about I5 yards away. It s considered probable that this wad.ii
88 airoraft torpedo, . : A

Je Woroester was observed to have boon hit and enveloped in eteit

on after we bad fired, During this period, many hostile airvoraf e,

dstook Vivacious for one of their own ships and fired recognitio

genals (consisting of 4 red balla in the shape of a dlamond) whef " *.

ared on,
v
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9, Steadled on a retiring ocourse of 300° and made smoks,
still under heavy fire. Several offiocers and men noticed two
large axplosions with a lot of spray aft on the leading battle
oruiser. After two or three minutes, a rain squall reduoced
visibility and the accuracy of enemy fire diminished and few
more splashas were 566n.

10, : Closed Campbell and reduced to 20 knots, At 1608,
Campbell altered to port and later a destroyer (Worceaster) was
oighted on firs and enveloped in smoke and steam, with many men

wreockage in the water. My firat thought was that another
ship had been sunk.

II. /Owing to the heavy swell and strong wind, 1t was very
diffioult to menoeuvra the ship alongside rafta, and the men on .
them, rapidly becoming numb, could not catoeh held of, or
secure heaving lines. Intermittent air attacks took place during
“ this time and wers driven off by gunfire.

© I8e The whaler was lowerad, and was of great assistance in

. the rescue work. It was stove in against the shlp slde by ths .

- heavy awell and became waterlogged, tut the orew remained in it

' unt1l all the men were off the rafis. A Petty Officer who went

i ovozitho side to assist the resoue work also deserves speclal
mentlione -

' 13, 1703. ¥o more men could be found in the water, procseded -
. oourse 2609, 74 lmots Campbell and Worcester in gompany.
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