USECRET

th May, 1944., Ref Jo., RP. 26/2.

e gnior Officer, 8th Escort Group.—
he Captain (D), Greenock).

:A.'............'......O..“.I.l...l..'l'.il.

f;t on the rescue of Survivors from 8,8,
JIAM.8.THAYER" in Convoy RA 69 on Soth
~_April, 1944.,

EHALL" wes in company with "INCONSTANT" in
nd XZ when at 1800Z a ship was torpedoed, At
| were received to sweep with "INCONSTANT" up
e the comvoy, At 1822Z ordered to join
g a contact on the port quarter of the
ded out "Observant! with "ROADICEA" and

807Z ordered by E,G.8 to close wreck of the
p and pick up survivors, The wreck was
,yfnﬂnll speed and information was received
: ship S.S."ROBERT EDEN" that thers were many
ﬂor and some more in the stern half of the
" The ftrss half had sunk,
G

As the wreck did not appear to be in eny danger

' t was decided to rescue men from the water
rocesded to the windward of & collection of rafts
all floating in thick oil., Informed E,.G.8

he wabler was lowered and "WHITEHALL" procesded
® rafts to pick up survivors, 12 men were

d the whaler returned with 10 more. A total
more men were seen in the water and "BOADICEA"

n ”WHITEhALL" arrived on the scene, the men

| water for sbout 85 minutes and great

e experienced in rescuing them, Tone

1f owing to the cold, none had any rope
ent round himself that would hold a hook
ere thickly coated with oil, and those

e quantities of o1l struggled hard when

s endeavoured to bend them on to = life-line,
ide before they could be hoisted inboard.

5 regretted that 6 men died within an hour

‘Cause of their death - exposure, They were
 credit is due to Temporary Surgeon Lieut-

-Smith RNVR, whose strenuous endeavours

d many more from dying.
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1 bhe aurvivors picked up came from the
“}\thip and the Americen survivors who

ﬂﬂdﬂb»forward and one amidships, both on °
Just before the torpedoses hit, a
ited about 400 yards away on the atarboard

f effects of U.S5, decsased.
f effects of Russian deceased.

1st of Russian survivors has been forwarded
NeER" for the Russian Admiral, together with
ierican survivors.

..ii;ﬁ%;;;ﬁ%.bééﬁ;ndor. Royal Navy.
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0 j)IED ONBOARD AFTER RECOVERY AND 133

-‘w QF SURVIVORuo 1 3 2

JAL RATINCS.

SEANAY,

GU'FTER -

RADIO OPERATOR,
SEAVAN,

G.M. 2ND CLASS.
STGFALNAN,

SRD VATE,
FIREMAN,
OILER.
FIREFAH.

AL EATIICS).

3RD CLASS RADIOMAN,
3RD CLASS CGUI'FER.
3RL CLASS YEONAN,
3RD CLASS GUNIER.,
3RD CLASS MACEINIST.
3RD CLASS MACEINIST.






